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spend the rest of a £5% millions surplus on abolishing the sugar
duties and permitting small increases in both army and navy
estimates. Cross carried a Licensing Act, which made some
prompt concessions to the liquor interests; though they were
disappointed at its not more fully repealing Bruce's.1 Only one
attempt was, in fact, made to reverse Liberal legislation, and
that was dropped.2 The chief debates of the session arose over
a Public Worship Bill introduced in the house of lords by the
archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. Tait) to curb the catholicizing
movement in the established church, which was then termed
ritualism. The veteran evangelical. Lord Shaftcsbury, having
considerably altered this by an amendment which set up a lawyer
as ecclesiastical judge, Disraeli, under strong pressure from the
queen, virtually adopted it as a government measure; and after
a conflict between the houses over a detail had been resolved
by the commons giving way, it became law, Lord Penzance
being transferred from the probate and divorce division to fill the
new judgeship. Two of the prime minister's colleagues, Lord
Salisbury and Gathorne Hardy, differed from their chief about
this measure.3 On the liberal benches it drew vigorous support
from Sir William Harcourt, then and always a zealous Erustiun,
but was passionately opposed by Gladstone. During the recess
the latter contributed an article on ritualism to the Contemporary
Review, which ran into fifteen editions; and followed it up with a
pamphlet on the Vatican Decrees of 1870, of which 100,000
copies were sold within a month.
Trade, which had boomed in England since the Franco*
Prussian war, was less good this year. It was the beginning,
though not realized at the time, of what economists have since
called the Great Depression of the seventies. There were sporad ic
strikes of coal-miners and iron-workers against reductions of
wages; but the movement, that attracted most notice, was the
strike of farm labourers in Suffolk, followed by a general lock-
out of agricultural trade-unionists in the eastern counties. It
*
1 The chief parts of the 1872 act, which the 1874 act repealed, were ,1. 35 (which
gave the police a most sweeping right of entry) and ss. 19-22 with the first schedule
(which prohibited adulteration). Right of entry was given in more guarded form.
The hours of closing were also modified.
a An Endowed Schools Act Amendment Bill,
3 A speech on it by Salisbury evoked Disraeli's famous reference to him (5 August
1874) as 'not a man who measures his words* but 'a great master of gibes and
flouts and jeers'. Salisbury never entirely ceased to live up to this description.

